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OCTOBER BIRTHDAY’S & ANNIVERSARY’S 
Gianna Holmstadt’s Birthday: 10/2 
Herb & Julie Tschumperlin’s 58th Anniversary: 10/4 
Dianne Lecheler’s Birthday: 10/7 
Darla Pittman’s Birthday: 10/7 
Nick Hartung’s Birthday: 10/7 
Robert & Mary Helmueller’s 64th Anniversary: 10/7 
Bob Larson’s Birthday: 10/13 
Jack Luebker’s Birthday: 10/15 
Dave Anibas’ Birthday: 10/19 
Savannah Caturia’s Birthday: 10/28 
Dwight Caturia’s Birthday: 10/31 

Holy Name Society 
Knights of Columbus 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 
St. Ann’s Altar Society 
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MARRIAGE- A DIVINE INSTITUTION 
A story is told of a gentleman who never married. One day as he waited to catch a flight at the airport, he met a high school classmate who engaged 
him in a long conversation. They tried to catch up with their past. His friend told him how he had become a successful businessman with a very 
dedicated wife and three beautiful kids. The gentleman also related his feats in life and how he had risen to rub shoulders with certain world leaders in 
global campaigns for human rights and alleviation of poverty around the world. When the friend realized that no word was falling regarding his family 
life, he dared to ask how his family was doing. The gentleman to the surprise of his friend replied, “I never got married. I have stayed single all this while 
and now I believe it’s too late.” The friend curiously inquired further as to why he never married; and the gentleman replied, “I just never met the right 
woman. I had been looking for the perfect girl.”  Mesmerized, his friend said to him, "Oh, come on now, you met at least one girl that you wanted to 
marry." "Yes, there was one girl … once. I guess she was the one perfect girl... the only perfect girl I really ever met. She was just the right 
everything ... I really mean that she was the perfect girl for me." "Well, why didn't you marry her?” the friend asked. "She was looking for the perfect 
man," he replied (see Meir Liraz, 2017). 
 

Friends, this Sunday’s liturgy invites us to reflect on a very fundamental institution in human life- Marriage. It is a God-given institution which keeps 
weathering the storms of time. Though many enter into it for various reasons, God instituted it for the good of humankind. Suffices to say that 
throughout Holy Scripture, the first and the only time that God assessed something and pronounced it as not good was when man lived alone. 
According to the book of Genesis, the Lord God said: “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him.” Thus when God 
fashioned the woman and brought her to the man who named her Eve, and admired her as the bone of his bones and the flesh of his flesh, God fulfilled 
a human need whose end was for the common good. God made no mistake in setting the foundations of marriage.  
 

Putting Adam into a deep sleep, God underscored Adam’s need for complete dependence on Him. God also excluded Adam from a visual and active 
participation in the process of creating Eve, so that when he awoke he would immediately perceive with gratitude that his need had been completely 
met by God. God did this to make it clear that what He established between Adam and Eve was from Him. He himself was the origin and the designer 
of the union. 
 

Taking from Adam’s ribs and fashioning the woman, God further underscored the equal worth of the woman. The rib points to a neutral symbol that 
cannot be used either to devalue the woman (as if she had been taken from Adam’s foot) or to overvalue her at the expense of man (as if she had been 
taken from man’s head). Matthew Henry takes this idea further when he said, “The woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not made out of 
his head to rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and 
near his heart to be beloved.” By this action of God therefore, man and woman were placed on an equal footing. They were made objects of mutual 
protection and mutual love.  Nevertheless, God distinguished between them by “forming” man on the one hand and “fashioning” woman on the other. 
The choice of words here depicts that whereas man was created like clay in the Potter’s hand, the woman was like an edifice erected by the master 
builder with more complex constructions. Man and woman in marriage thus enjoy a unicity in value and dignity, mutuality in love and protection but a 
diversity in their make up, making them liable to play diversified roles in marriage. It is in their diversity that God’s idea of making man a “helper” makes 
meaning. As Aquinas would say, man could have been efficiently helped by another man, and so God could have made another man when he 
assessed that it was not good for man to be alone. He rather made a woman when He desired to make man a helper. The helper of man therefore, 
fashioned by God was not a helpmate to be enslaved in other works. She is man’s equal and a helper with him in the business of generation. It is for 
this reason that the union God established was not between man and man or woman and woman but between man and woman.  
 

God then brought the woman to the man. This act of God is a kin to the biblical act of a father who brings his daughter in marriage to the bridegroom 
(see Genesis 29:23).  As a matter of fact, this act of God’s bringing Adam and Eve together is what Genesis 2:24 describes as marriage when it states 
that a man shall leave his father and his mother, and join with his wife and they shall become one flesh. For this reason, some scripture scholars see 
marriage as a shifting of the primary human loyalty of an individual man to an individual woman. It is the leaving behind one ’s familial ties and binding 
oneself in a covenant relationship with another person of the opposite sex. It is a union between a man (ish) and a woman (Ishsha) as depicted in the 
name Adam gave his wife. It is an intentional and unbreakable commitment, with the best interest of the other party being both the motivation and the 
goal of the one making that commitment. Marriage is about becoming one flesh, which is expressed not only in the sexual union within marriage, but 
more so in the uniting of two people into one. It is about a husband and a wife sharing all their life in common so as to be like one person (see The 
Moody Bible Commentary, 2014). This beautiful union is of God’s own doing. It is God who forms the man. It is God who fashions the woman. In 
fashioning the woman, he denies man the visual, conscious and active participation in the creation process, thereby making the initiative and the 
subsequent union His sole prerogative. God Himself brings the woman to man; and by that action institutes and establishes marriage. Marriage 
therefore is a divine institution. An institution God initiated because it was not good for man to be alone. The goal of the union then is for the common 
good. Marriage therefore is not about merely finding the perfect man or woman. It is about hearing and responding to that divine call which is 
intrinsically open to life and urges one to leave, cleave and be one with one’s spouse with the resolve to remaining faithful, loyal, honest, and 
committed to each other; having each other’s back and keeping the bond for better and for worse till death would do them part.  
 

Such a commitment is not an easy one. Many attempt it and fall out in the process. Many more stay in it but with great effort, pain and misery. There 
are yet others who in spite of themselves still live it to fulfillment. Whichever way the pendulum swings, it is paramount to recall that, that which has its 
origins in God needs God for its sustenance and success. We therefore need to commend all marriages into God’s hands. If the Lord does not build the 
house, the laborers labor in vain. May He therefore take hold of all marriages, and as he bestows his graces on them, renew them and make them 
emblems worthy of emulation. May He also shine His face on marriages that are in crises and those that are broken and rain His peace therein. We 
remember to pray for all young couples and those who are intending to marry that they recognize God as the foundation of their calling and give him 
the right position in their marriages. May the Lord bless and keep all our families. 
 

Have a splendid week 
Fr. Joseph Okine-Quartey. POPE FRANCIS’ MONTHLY INTENTION 

October: That consecrated religious men and women may bestir themselves, and 
be present among the poor, the marginalized, and those who have no voice. 
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MASS SCHEDULE & DAILY READINGS 
  

Monday: October 8 
 No Mass 
 Readings: Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c/Jn 13:34/Lk 10:25-37 
 

Tuesday: October 9 - St. Denis & Companions, St. John Leonardi 
 Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist 
 Followed by Communion for the sick and homebound 
 Readings: Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15/Lk 11:28/Lk 10:38-42 
 

Wednesday: October 10 
 No Mass 
 Readings: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Rom 8:15bc/Lk 11:1-4 
 

Thursday: October 11 - St. John XXIII, Pope 
 No Mass 
 Readings: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/See Acts 16:14b/Lk 11:5-13 
  

Friday: October 12 
 No Mass 
 Readings: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Jn 12:31b-32/Lk 11:15-26 
 

Saturday: October 13 - Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Mass: 4:00 p.m.,  St. Joseph - Ingman & Clara Lien & Family  
 Readings: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 11:28/Lk 11:27-28 
 

Sunday: October 14 - Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Mass: 8:00 a.m., St. John the Baptist - LeRoy & Leona Horn 
 Mass: 10:15 a.m., St. John the Baptist - St. John & St. Joseph Parishioners 
 Readings: Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Heb 4:12-13/Mt 5:3/ 

Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

The Rosary is prayed before all Masses 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Confessions (anytime by appointment) 
 Saturdays at 3:15 p.m.: St. Joseph, Arkansaw  
 Friday after 8:30 a.m. Mass until 10:00 a.m.: St. John the Baptist, Plum City  
 Sunday at 7:15 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.: St. John the Baptist, Plum City 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office when needed. 
 

Rite for the Blessing of a Child in the Womb 
Please contact the Parish Office if you would like this special blessing.  
 

Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment at least one month in advance. 
 

Marriage 
Please call the Parish Office for arrangements at least six months prior to the 
intended date. 
 

Hospitalized / Homebound 
Holy Communion to the sick and homebound is on Tuesdays & Saturday 
evenings and Sundays after Masses.  Please contact the Parish Office for 
arrangements to be made. 
 

Funerals 
Please contact the Parish Office before making arrangements. 

    

FRUITS OF YOUR GENEROSITY - ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Adult Envelopes (34)……………….………. $                 1405.00 

Offertory….……….…....…………...………. $                   156.50 

Flood Relief.……….…....…………...………. $                   681.57 

Total Income.…………………..………….. $                 2243.07 

OUR WEEK: ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Money Counting 
     Monday, October 8, 9:30 a.m. 
          Pat Pittman, Steve King,  
          & Terry Pelzel 
Announcements 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Margaret Hartung 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Teresa Fedie 
Extraordinary Minister 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Theresa Kane 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Ramona Schneider 
Gift Bearers 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Rod & Deb Radle 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Tom & Aletha Pullen Family 
Lector 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Todd Glaus 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Ramona Schneider 
 
 
 
 

Music 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Organ: Arleen Ebensperger 
          Cantor: Gwen Glaus 
Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Organ: Annie Hansen 
          Cantor: Sara Hansen 
Rosary Leader 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Monica Krings 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Holy Name Society 
Sacristan 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Laurie Heit 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Teresa Fedie 
Servers 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
         Allyson Fleishauer & Parker Bechel 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
         The Pullen Family 
Usher 
     Sunday, October 14, 8:00 a.m. 
          Chad Steele & Mel Pittman 
     Sunday, October 14, 10:15 a.m. 
          Tom Pullen & Terry Pelzel 

 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISHIONERS 
 

PCCW Meeting 
The next PCCW meeting will be Wednesday, October 17th in the 
school basement.  We will pray the Rosary at 6:00 p.m. and the 
meeting will begin at 6:15 p.m. with light refreshments to follow. 
All ladies in the Parish are encouraged to attend.  Children are 
welcome. 
 

PCCW Baby Bottle Campaign 
October is Respect for Life Month.  St John the Baptist's 
PCCW is holding a baby bottle campaign similar to 
previous years.  This campaign will run the entire month of 
October.  There are baby bottles at all the entrances of the 
Church.  Please pick up a baby bottle, fill it with your loose 
change or any donation you would like.  We will collect the 

bottles at the end of the month.  Proceeds will benefit a Pro-Life 
organization.  

CONGRATULATIONS BRITNEY & MICHAEL 
With faith in God and in each other, Britney 
and Michael Brunner pledged their love and 
fidelity to each other in the sacrament of 
marriage  last Friday, October 5th.  We 
congratulate them as we entreat all 
Parishioners to keep them in their prayers.         

ROSARY RALLY 
Please join us in praying the Rosary for traditional 
marriage on Saturday, October 13th at noon in the 
vacant lot across the street from the old Plum City 
theater on the corner of County Road U and County Road S.  If it 
is raining, we will pray in the St. John the Baptist Church. 



  

      
    

FRUITS OF YOUR GENEROSITY  - ST. JOSEPH 

Adult Envelopes (24)……………..………. $                805.00 

Offertory……………………....……………. $                  68.00 

Flood Relief..………………....……………. $                248.00 

Total Income……………..…...………….. $              1121.00 

OUR WEEK: ST. JOSEPH 

Money Counting 
    Tuesday, October 9, 8:30 a.m. 
      Mary Martin, Elaine Brunner, 
      & Dennis Milliren 
Extraordinary Minister 
    Saturday, October 13, 4:00 p.m. 
      Don Peterson 
Gift Bearers 
    Saturday, October 13, 4:00 p.m. 
      Dave & Brenda Drier 

Lector 
    Saturday, October 13, 4:00 p.m. 
      Don Peterson 
Music 
    Saturday, October 13, 4:00 p.m. 
      Musicians: Paul & Char Fetzer 

Rosary 
    Saturday, October 13, 4:00 p.m. 
        Dave & Dorothy Anibas 
 

 ST. JOSEPH PARISHIONERS 
Work Day at St. Joseph’s Cemetery 
There will be a work day at St. Joseph’s Cemetery on Saturday, 
October 13th at 8:00 a.m..  Please join us to help trim trees and 
raise foot stones.  Please bring your shovel! 

ABOUT THE GOSPEL 

This Sunday’s Gospel covers two very  
important topics—marriage and the pure 
hearts of children. The Apostles thought that the children might 
have been bothering Jesus, but our Lord wants all of us to come 
to him with hearts like children. 

 IN CHURCH 

Look around Church and 
notice all the different 
families. Spend a minute 
praying for anyone who 
might be struggling with a 
family problem. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

How can you accept  the King-
dom of God like a child? 

FAMILY PRAYER 

Lord, show us how to love and 
bring joy to others. 

THAT MAN IS YOU 
“That Man Is You” meets again this Friday, October 
5th from 5:30 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. in the St. John the 
Baptist School Building in Plum City.  The topic for week five is Don 
Bosco – The Apostle to Youth.  Please contact Dan Wieser at (715) 
279-2152 or Tom Pullen at (607) 244-3010 with any questions.  All 
men are welcome to attend.  Thanks!  

Lion’s Club Pancake Breakfast 
The Plum City Lions Club will host a pancake breakfast on 
Sunday, October 14th at the Legion Hall in Plum City from 
8:00 a.m. until noon.  Net proceeds will be used for 

Community Needs and Scholarships for Plum City Students. 
 

St. Francis School Gala, Ellsworth, WI 
All are welcome at this year’s St. Francis School Gala on November 3, 
2018!  The Gala is a fun adult community event that incudes hors 
d’oeuvres, beer and wine tasting, dinner, live music, and silent and live 
auctions.  The theme for the Gala this year is Moonlight Masquerade: 
Unmask a Child’s Future.  Masquerade attire and masks are 
encouraged!  The event will be held at the Ridgetop Pavilion near 
Prescott, WI.  Doors open at 4:30 pm for social hour and dinner will be 
served at 6 pm.  Tickets to the event cost $40 and can purchased at the 
St. Francis School office or online at   http://www.stfrancisellsworth.org/
gala.html.  Join us for a magical evening and invite your friends and 
family to do the same!    

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 
The Knights of Columbus would like to welcome Scott Wittig of 
Neillsville and Robert Books of Arkansas into our Council.  
 

We would like to congratulate Joe Kearns, Steve King  and Mike Rhiel 
who each took the 2nd (Formation) Degree and also the 3rd (Knighthood) 
Degree held in Chippewa Falls on Tuesday September 18th.   
 

We would also want to congratulate Pete Helmueller, Norm Holmstadt 
and Ryan Trannel for taking the 4th (Patriotic) Degree held last Saturday 
in New Richmond.   
 

Please congratulate all of these fine gentlemen on their further 
advancement of the Knights of Columbus when you see them!  

October is the Month of the Holy Rosary.  As 
Catholics, we pray through Mary for her 
indispensable patronage. As we increase our 
devotion to her this month, we encourage 
families to get together to pray the Holy 
Rosary daily, asking her to pray for us now 
and at the hour of our death.  


